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The Meet – Part Three 

 Olivia licked her upper lip, not because the bourbon really hit the spot, but in an attempt 

to stave off coughing from the sudden burning in her throat and gut, unlike Emily who was 

hacking away like a five-pack-a-day smoker. She didn’t want Mitch to think she was 

immature—and thus too young for him—or someone who couldn’t handle her liquor.  

“You okay?” Mitch asked, a lady-killer grin on his face.  

 “Fine,” she choked out. “That was--” Cough. Cough. “was--” Cough. Cough. Tears filled 

her eyes and trickled down her face. She glanced over at Emily, who had finally quit coughing 

and was wiping her own tears.  

Olivia threw back her head in a loud laugh, followed by Emily.  

Emily threw her arms around Olivia shoulders. “Hell’s bells, woman! That almost killed 

me,” she said, her voice shaking with humor. “Remind me to stay with beer or wine or a piña 

colada.” 

A tall, attractive dark-haired man walked up and slugged Mitch’s shoulder. “You gonna 

keep these lovely ladies all to yourself?” 

“I’d planned to, but you shot that plan all to hell.” Mitch glared at the man for a minute, 

then smiled. “You’re not leaving?” 

The other man shook his head. “No way, buddy. You can’t keep all the beautiful women 

to yourself.” 

“If I must,” Mitch said as he rested his hand on Olivia’s shoulder. “This is Olivia 

Montgomery. Travis and Jason’s sister.” He leaned forward and looked past Olivia to Emily. 

“This is Olivia’s good friend, Emily. Ladies, this reprobate is Wes Benton. Frat brother. Friend. 

Fellow law student. Bad influence.” 

Olivia chuckled. “Nice to meet you.” Even as she spoke she realized Mitch’s hand was 

still resting on her upper arm, his fingers touching her neck. With three brothers—two older and 

one younger—Olivia was fairly familiar with male marking and if she wasn’t mistaken—and she 

hoped she wasn’t—Mitch had just waved Wes off her. Wes obviously attended the same male 

behavioral class as it appeared he got Mitch’s message.  

“Nice to meet you, Olivia. I feel like I know you from everything your brothers’ have 

said.” He walked past Mitch and Olivia until he reached Emily’s side. He held out his hand. 
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“Wes Benton.” 

Emily smiled. “Yes, I know. Mitch just told us.” 

“Ah, but I wanted to make sure you had my name.” 

Emily laughed. Olivia had to suppress her smile. The sound that emanated from Emily 

wasn’t her typical laugh, which was very loud and boisterous. This was Emily’s flirting laugh…a 

sort of giggle with a toss of her long hair, an obvious indication of her interest in Mitch’s friend. 

Great. That worked for Olivia. Since her best friend was taken care of, Olivia refocused her 

attention on Mitch Landry…the sexiest cowboy in Texas. 

Two hours later, Mitch and Wes tucked the girls into a cab, over-tipped the driver to get 

them home safely and watched as the taxi pulled away from the bar.  

“There was no way I was going to let them drive home.” Mitch looked at an obviously 

drunk and weaving Wes. “Thank God we planned ahead for tonight.” 

“Amen.” 

“Let’s round up Harold for our ride.” 

“You know what, Mitch? I’m going to marry that woman.” 

Mitch laughed. “You’re drunk, my friend.” 

“True, but will you be my best man at the wedding?” 

Mitch shook his head. “Sure, but I suspect things will look different in the morning.” 
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